
Noon Bible Study: 2 kings 18
2 Kings 17 recorded the downfall of the northern kingdom of Israel.  Assyria the great empire and military power of the day has 
defeated Israel’s king, captured Israel’s cities and now deported Israel’s Residentsl.  Though the LORD had called them to 
repentance, persistence in sin, rebellion and idolatry led to this tragedy. And now the writer of 2 Kings turns their attention 
down southward.  What will now become of Judah?  The circumstances of Judah’s world are comparable to Israel - Assyria is 
raging, idols are calling and the pressure is on.  It seems that the nation will go the way of their next king.  And with that we 
turn to 2 Kings 18 and meet Hezekiah, 

2 Kings 18:1-8 - Hezekiah, King of Judah

Wow.  What a description of the next king of Judah, Hezekiah.  (Makes you want to call him “Hezekiaaaaaah.”). Unlike 
the listing of the sins of the nation of Israel, we read a description of a David-like king who loves, really loves, the 
LORD.  Here’s a snapshot review of what the text says about Hezekiah: “He did right…like David...(v. 3), He removed and 
broke (the idols) (v. 4)...He trusted in the LORD (v. 5)...he clung to the LORD (v. 6)...”  And here is what it says about the 
LORD’s response: “And the LORD was with him…(v. 7).

This is awesome.  And 2 Chronicles gives us more detail into what kind of king Hezekiah was.

2 Chronicles 29:3-17 - The Temple Clean Again

Hezekiah renewed the covenant with the LORD and the nation.  He charged the priests to consecrate (purify) themselves 
and begin the restoration of the LORD’s house.  Remember, Hezekiah’s father had set up a pagan altar in the temple (2 
Kings 16).  In the northern kingdom they are violating the covenant, and in the south Hezekiah is honoring it.

2 Chronicles 29:18-36 - Worship In The LORD’s house

This is a picture of revival.  Hezekiah recognized where the nation had been in sin, repented and got back to worshipping 
the right way.  They prepare the LORD’s house to be holy and now they gather the people to become holy again as well.  
They move to celebrate the Passover again - the major festival which celebrated the nation being born and redeemed from 
their enemy (Egypt).  This festival was to be a reminder of the power of God and the testimony of His love for and power 
towards His people.  How appropriate to resume this during this time.

In fact, Hezekiah orders for an invitation to be sent to all of the remaining people in the land (even in Israel who had 
not been moved to Assyria yet).  True revival isn’t something you can keep to yourself.

2 Chronicles 30:6-12 - Invitation To Passover, Call To Return To The LORD

The letter is sent throughout the land and despite some mocking by the scattered tribes, some people return to worship in 
Jerusalem.
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2 Chroncicles 30:25-27 - Joy in the land

2 Kings 18:9-12 – Reminder: Israel is destroyed

We return to remember the story of Israel’s fall as it is briefly summarized in this chapter. It’s almost as if the 
narrator wants to retell the story in the context of Hezekiah’s story to illustrate how close all of these events are to 
each other.  What happened to Israel is so close to Judah!

2 Kings 18:13-18 - Assyria sets it’s sights on Judah & Jerusalem

v. 14-16 - “I have done wrong” - it seems like Hezekiah’s initial response is one to bargain with Assyria and an 
acknowledgment that he had not been paying the tribute Assyria must have demanded (v. 7).  He is hoping that economic 
and political gestures will solve his problem.  What Hezekiah will learn is that it is only going to be sorted out 
through spiritual means.

The King of Assyria sends 3 representatives to Jerusalem.  They are met by 3 ambassadors from Hezekiah.  The spokesman 
of the 3, Rabshakeh, is going to deliver a message on behalf of the Assyrians to Judah and Hezekiah.

2 Kings 18:19-25 - Rabshakeh’s message

Rabshekah’s message was a direct attack on Hezekiah and the word of God.  He is very skilled in his position as spokesman 
for Assyria.  He mocks Judah, Hezekiah and the LORD, the God of Judah.  He tells Hezekiah’s reps that the LORD should not 
be trusted and even concludes his opening remarks (v. 25) by saying that “the LORD (Hebrew: Yahweh) actually sent 
Assyria to destroy it!

2 Kings 18:26 - Judean Officials Respond

Hezekiah’s representatives are clearly troubled by the confidence of Rabshakeh.  They ask him to stop speaking in the 
language of the common people (Judean).  In such a critical time as this, morale is such an important thing.  Hezekiah’s 
reps do not respond to Rabshakeh’s words with confidence, they respond with concern and fear because they fear the 
citizens of Jerusalem becoming troubled:

NLT: "Please speak to us in Aramaic, for we understand it well. Don't speak in Hebrew, for the people on the 
wall will hear."

2 Kings 18:27-37 - Rabshakeh’s Continued Verbal Attack

Rabshakeh’s response to the request to not speak in the common language is refused.  In fact he amps up his rhetoric 
after that even more.  He appears to be somewhat familiar with what you would imagine would have been Hezekiah’s 
message to his own nation.  He mocks Hezekiah’s word of encouragement to the people to trust in the LORD and calls into 
doubt the LORD’s ability to even help in such a time. 
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He’s making a pretty compelling case.  Indeed Assyria has defeated every other nation before Judah, and by default the gods of 
Assyria would be more powerful than the gods of the other nations they have destroyed.  Rabshakeh is not just calling into 
question the integrity of Hezekiah, he’s calling into question the integrity of Yahweh.

If you don’t immediately think of the serpent in the Garden of Eden and the temptation of Jesus by the devil himself, you might 
want to re-read Rabshakeh’s speech (or those two records in Genesis 3 and Matthew 4).  Rabshakeh is speaking from Satan’s script. 
He’s lying.  He’s calling into question the words of God (and Hezekiah).  He’s offering something “better” (v. 31-32 - I’ll take you 
to a great land…).  And he’s trying to sow doubt in the minds of the people. 

This is the tactic of our adversary.  He wants to lie and deceive and pressure and intimidate.  Rabshakeh’s offer would have been 
incredibly tempting.  The people are surrounded by the army that’s won every battle they have fought so far.  Your choice is to 
stay held up behind Jerusalem’s walls, starving or live in your own new land with your own vine and cistern and grain.  And all 
you have to do is make the choice to believe his words...and all of your pain will go away…  Make one choice, one decision.  
Whose offer sounds better?!

But the truth of it, none of what Rabshakeh is offering is true.  Assyria isn’t going from nation to nation offering free tropic 
timeshare investments - they are defeating and destroying and deporting.  His offer is a mirage.  Just like Satan’s was to Eve 
(your eyes will be opened, you will be like God, you won’t die) and Satan’s was to Jesus (I’ll give you all of the kingdoms of this 
world).  In fact this is more representative of what evil looks like in our day than all of the evils of the northern kingdom of 
Israel.

This is an important lesson for us to learn here about the devil’s methods.  He is very subtle and offers something seemingly close 
to what God offers, with an easier way to get there.  It is too good to be true.  In fact it’s not good nor is it true.  What is at 
stake for us is recognizing that the devil wants to cause us to compromise, quit, give up and surrender.  Take the “easy road” 
to pleasure and good things.  Just a little lie will get you out of trouble.  Just a little indulgence will feel good.  Just a 
little sin will be safe.  But in the end, none of it is good.  Compromising our faith and embracing lies instead of the truth 
eventually leads to pain, heartbreak/ache and death.  This is Satan’s message to us and it was Assyria’s message of Judah.

What compromises are you making?  How are you improvising in your life rather than waiting on God?  What lie are you embracing 
as truth in your heart?  What choices are being presented to you which are not God’s best for your life?  How are you 
rationalizing the continuance of sin in your life and home?  We must learn to identify the offers before us - what is the LORD’s 
voice of truth and what are the devil’s whispers of deceit?  May the word of God and the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit mark 
the way of truth before us like the noon day sun.

Rabshakeh’s message was compelling.  So Hezekiah was wise to prepare his people for such a moment.  From what we know so far, he 
told them not to respond at all (v.36).  Not a bad idea as you wait and discern what is true/false, of god and of the adversary. 
And now Hezekiah and the revived people of God will face a great test, a moment of decision.  Will they model their forefather 
Adam who took the tempter’s offer?  Or will they remained resolved and continue to “cling” to the LORD as their descendant 
Messiah Jesus, the promised son of David did?  We’ll see how things end up in 2 Kings 19.
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